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^'^^I^Transcription  by  M.  L.  'iJilson^  Director  of  Extension  Work,  War  Food  ASfemwfeT^ioh, 
'     and  Brigadier  General  Philip  G»  Braton,  Director  of  Labor,  War  Food  Adininistration. 
Recorded  November  10,  l^Uk-    Tirae:    4  ininutes,  21  seconds  (not  including 
announcer's  parts), 

AMOUWClit  (LIVE) 

Back  in  the  early  part  of  this  year,  many  farmers  v;ere  wondering  just  what 
they  were  going  to  do  about  their  manpovjer  problem,  especiallj^  auring  the  months 
when  they  would  need  extra  workers  to  care. for  and  harvest  their  crops.    V'ell,  the 
1%4  harvest  season  is  over,  and  the  big  Job  is  done.     And  we  all  know  what  a  big 
production  job  it'vjas  —  a  record  output  of  food  from  AJiierican'  farms  for  the 
eighth  consecutive  year. 

Just  how  was  the  manpower  problem  licked?    Our  reports,  from  the  farm  front 
tell  us  it  was  lickea  in  many  ways  —  by  the  farm  people  themselves  working  harder 
and  longer  hours j  by  more  efficient  use  of  machinery  and  labor;  and  by  the 
employment  of  large  numbers  of  farm  women  ana  children,  people  from  towns  and  cities, 
workers  from  foreign  countries,  and  prisoners  of  war. 

So  much  for  1944«     Mow  what's  the  situation  going  to  be  next  year?  YJe're 
going  to  leave  it  up  to  two  men  in  Vfeshin?^ton  to  discuss  this  ouestion  for  us  today. 
They're  both  officials  of  the  War  l^ood  Adrainistration  —  I'Ir.  Jvl.  L.  Wilson,  Director' 
of  Extension  Vfork,  and  Brigadier  General  Philip  G.  Bruton,  Director  of  Labor.  We 
bring  their  discussion  to  you  at  this  time  by  transcription.     First  to  speak  will 
be  Mr.  ■■'ilson 

TRAi'^SCRlFIION 

WILSON: 

I  think  we  can  nowWnake  a  fairly  definite  analysis  of  our  farm,  labor  prospects 
for  1945.     Of  course,  the  farm  labor  supply  is  one  of  those  things  that  is  affected 
by  war  developments ...  But  with  the  outlook  for  a  continued  high  rate  of  food 
production  next  year,  I  believe  we'll  have  a  farm  labor  problem  siirdlar  to  the  one 
that  faced  us  this  year.     Ivhat  do  you  think.  General  Bruton? 
BRUTON: 

I  think  you're  right.  Director  V.'ilson.    Even  an  early  end  of  the  war  in 
Europe  woula  not  materially  relieve  the  farm  manpower  situation  in  1945.  Certainly 
we  can't  expect  many  of  the  farm  boys  in, the  armed  forces  to  be  available  for  farm 
jobs  for  some  time  yet. 
¥ILSON: 

No,  v.;e  can't.     Some  of  those  who've  been  in  Europe  undoubteoly  will  be  needed 
in  the  Pacific. 
BRUTON: 

Yes,  and  those  who  could  be  released  from  the  armed  ferces  after  the  surrender 
of  Germany  could  not  all  be  returned  to  this  country  overnig-ht, 
WILSON: 

More  than  a  million  farm  boys  are  in  the  arm.ed  forces,  but  I  agree  with  you. 
General,  that  there  probably  won't  be  many  of  them  back  in  time  to  work  on  the 
1945  crop, 
BRUTON: 

Also,  Director  uai son,  I  don't  think  we  can  count  on  many  of  the  farm  people 
who've  gone  into  industry  cojiiing  back  to  the  farms  next  year, 
v/ILSON: 

I  don't  thJ.nk  so  either.     Even  if  much  reconversion  is  pas-ible,  I  look  for 
industrial  production  to  continue  at  a  hi^^h  ra- 


BRiJTON: 

That's  the  vjay  it  looks  to  me.    Reconversion  means  a  shifting  over  from  the 
making  of  ivar  sup'ilies  to  civilian  gooas.     i-aanj  v-ar  nOVKers  vjill  remain  in 
industry  after  the  shift  is  miade. 

History  mil  bear  you  out  in  that  oelief.     After  the  other  -'Torld.  V-Jar,  I 

remem.ber,  m.any  of  Lhe  r.'eople  v>;ho  haa  left  the  farriis  to  -■..■ork  ixi  the  cities,  stayed 

on  in  the  cities.     So  with  trds  situation  facing  us,  it  seems  that  vve  must  be 
prepa-ed  to  helo  farmers  meet  a  farm  labor  shortage  again  next  year. 

"'.Je're  ma,king  our  plans  ■'dth  that  in  mlna.    I'e  ex"oect  to  need  about  the  same 
farm  labor  program  next  year  as  vje've  had  this  year.     '  "e  may  be  able  to  reduce 
slightly  ohe  n'uiaber  of  •.•/orkers  that  vje  bring  from  foreign  countries.     But  that  will 
be  possible  onl;-  because  vje'll  jriai<:e  fuller  use  of  the  ivar .  T:risoners  in  agriculture. 
JlLSON: 

That  means  we  must  continue  this  year's  program.    The  V'ar  Food  Administration 
and  the  State  Agricultu->-al  Extension  Services  vdll  again  viork  tog^  th(  r  to  help 
farmers  get  extra  vvorkers  as  and  Tvhen  they  are  needed.    This  y^  ar  county  agriculoura3_ 
agents  operated  somie  12,000  local  farm  olacem.ent  centers  throughout  the  United 
States,  with  the  help  of  county  fai'm  labor  aavisory  com'fdttces  and  neighborhood 
leaders.    Through  these  centers,  about  five  m.illion  placements  of  farmworkers 
were  made  during  the  yt,ax. 
BRUTON: 

And  when  the  stat'-s  needed  outside  help,  the  Office  of  Labor  of  the  Me.r  Food 
Administration  sent  in  foreign  workers,  or  the  Army  supi)lied  r;rison(  rs  of  war. 
^di^SON: 

I  believe  those  sources  supplied  more  than  150,000  worktrs,  aian't  they, 
C-eneral? 
BRJTOK: 

Yes,  -ve  haa  around  100,000  workers  from  foreign  countries.     About  three- 
fourths  of  them  were  Mexican  A'ationals.    Tht  rt  st  W' re  from  the  Islands  of  Jamaica, 
the  Bahamas,  and  Barbados  —  ana  from  IfeY^foundland,     In  addition,  about  1$,000  of 
our  own  Am.erican  farm  peonle  wc-re  tr';nsj:iortea  to  otiier  states  for  short  periods  of 
farm  work  during  the  slack  season  on  their  own  ff.rmis.     All  tola,  v/e  transported 
farm  workers  into  /+1  out  of  the  U6  states.     As  for  w?r  ririsoncrs,  the  Provost 
Marshal  General's  Office  of  the  Var  Departrie.nt  reports  that  50,000  prisoners  wt;re 
employed  in  agriculture  this  paso  yv:;ar. 
^aiSON: 

And  for  next  year  we  believe  it  will  again  be  necessary  to  recruit  U.  3.  Crop 
3orps  workers,  even  with  the  foreign  workers  and  r^risoners  of  war.     It  v-'ill  still  bs 
necessary  for  the  iiien,  w.omen,  and  youth  of  the  towns  aaid  cities  to  pitch  in  and  help 
get  the  crops  harvested  to  sup'^ly  vital  food  for  the  Armeel  Forces  ana  for  civilian 
use, 
3RUT0N: 

That's  right.  Director  'Jilson.    The  farm  oeo  ^le  themselves,  the  Crop  Corps 
Tv'orKers  who 're  willing  to  come  out  froj;i  the  towns  ana  cities  to  help  on  the  farfii, 
•the  foreign  labor  ana  the  prisoners  of  war  —  it's  going  to  take  them;  all  to  get 
the  job  aone  next  year. 

Al^NOUNCER  (LIVE) 

In  tl"ds  transcribed  aiscussion  of  the  fariu  labor  outlook  .for  19'',5  you  heard  two 
VJar  Food  Adrrdnistration  officials  —  Brigaait.r  r;eneral  Philip  G,  Bruton,  Director  of 
Laborj  and  Mr.  M.  L.  ^dlson,  Director  of  Exi-ension  '^ork. 


